
Incarnation In-Person Service Guidelines (working document) 

General Principle: Practicing Peace and Joy 

Paul’s admonition in Romans 15 on how to further unity and fellowship in light of differences in 

moral boundaries ends with the prayer, “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 

you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” In 

adjusting, first to online worship, and then to limited in-person gatherings, we seek to care for all 

who for whom the nature of our gathering has real and serious mental and physical 

consequences. However, these adjustments are not enough to ensure peace and joy; they must be 

accompanied by positive spiritual practices like thankfulness, worship, and expressed care and 

concern for others -- and ultimately a trust in the faithfulness of our God. In light of that, it is 

important to consider how to maintain physical health-preserving boundaries and spiritual 

health-promoting practices. 

Outdoor Worship: Sundays, 1pm at Good Shepherd Lutheran back lawn 

For Those Staying Home 

• Service will be streamed online. The structure of service will be very similar to our online 

services, and will include opportunities to interact over Zoom.  

• There will be a brief break after the announcements before the celebration of communion, 

for anyone who wishes to log off then.  

• If you are in the State College area and would like to receive communion, please let us 

know and we will send someone with communion to your house immediately following 

service. 

What to Know Before you Arrive 

• If you are sick, please refrain from attending. All services will continue to stream online 

• If you have recently been exposed to someone with COVID, or have recently been at a 

high risk event (such as a rally or large, non-social distanced gathering) please self-isolate 

for 14 days or get tested before attending service 

• If it is raining, we will not be meeting in person, but instead will have service online at 

1pm. E-mails and GroupMe messages will be sent out Sunday morning if in person 

services are cancelled. 

• Seating is on a lawn, with some area shaded. Please bring your own seating (blanket or 

camping chair), mask, and sunblock. There will be some chairs for those who forget 

During the Service 

• Maintain at least 6 ft distanced at all times. Please maintain this distance even if you 

know someone else may be ok with less distance 

• Wear a mask at all times 

• For those that want to talk at a social distance, please do so in an area away from the 

worship space 



• There will be communion at service. We will ask people to come to the communion table 

one at a time (no line) and take a piece of bread and wine back to your seat. Only one 

person will be handling the communion elements. 

• There will not be singing at the service. However, instrumental worship music will be 

played before service and during communion. 

• Restrooms are available in the building. However we ask that only one person at a time 

enter the building. 

• There is a play area for children with a view of the service. If your children are not able 

to practice social distancing, please keep them in this area. We are working on an 

additional children’s worship time over Zoom for interested parents. 


